
CSFFA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES of meeting of JUNE 2, 2026
Virtual via Zoom

Present: Murray Moore, David Clink, Garth Spencer, Cliff Samuels, Yvonne Penney, Mickey 
Mikkelson. Webmaster Christian Sauvé.  Lloyd Penney; Max King (amateur author in Montreal
associated with the Canadian Space Agency), Lynne Sargent (one of our Aurora nominees).

I. Call to Order
Approval of AGM minutes of June 1, 2025. Fifteen yes.

Acceptance of Financial Statement of 2025. Fourteen yes. One no, stating the balance sheet 
does not balance. Yvonne will take this up with her advisor Darren Newhook.

Acceptance of Board Actions of 2025. Murray reported that all members who voted accepted 
the board’s actions.

Re-election to the CSFFA board of directors of Mickey Mikkelson, Murray Moore, Cliff 
Samuels, Garth Spencer, and the election of Yvonne Penney. Murray reported, Mickey 
Mickelson, 11 yes; Murray Moore, 11 yes; Cliff Samuels, 10 yes and 1 no; Garth Spencer, 10 
yes; one abstention (Garth); Yvonne Penny, 11 yes.

Christian noted that we also reminded everyone who had voted with the blank slate that they 
could, if they chose, resubmit their votes (for individual Board members), so it looked to him as
if four members chose not to change their blank approval of the board. Discussion followed on 
how often people think they should abstain from voting for themselves, as Garth did, and as filk
fans have done.

Murray reported a voting member’s comment that one of the director nominees has been too 
long on the board and in one position with a lot of control. Cliff responded, if somebody wants 
to take this position, he is more than happy to let them, but they will have a lot of work to do.

Murray reported one member suggestion: Should we add a new Aurora Awards category for 
fannish achievements in mad science? Cliff noted that a new category would require a 
minimum of nine eligible, nominatable, works. Plus, we have to define mad science; inventing 
silly cars and hot-tub entries to the bathtub race might not make it, the nominatable 
achievements would have to be SF-related.

Reports
Chair's Report - Murray 
We're a registered federal nonprofit. Our income is minimal, $10 from each member, but our 
expenses are even less minimal, so we have more money than we need. A previous board 
member came up with the idea of giving new writers interested in writing science fiction, 
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fantasy, horror, a professional development grant. Last year we gave one grant. This year to 
date we've offered three grants. The deal is, we say, we'll give you X, you pay your book coach 
or whoever X, then give us a receipt. The first writer this year to whom we offered a grant 
provided us today proof that she paid the amount that we said we would give her to a book 
coach. We've offered grants to two more applicants. Before the end of 2026, the Board of 
Directors will offer grants to one or two more writers.

Treasurer’s Report – Yvonne
Yvonne reported that when she succeeded the previous treasurer, she saw that there were no 
procedures. She set up a procedure for reimbursing expenses, and also for letting the board 
know upcoming expenses. Each expense approved by the board Yvonne subsequently submits 
to Murray for his approval; with Murray’s approval, she pays and records the expense. She 
wants to write procedures for the person who succeeds her as treasurer.

As reported above, Yvonne will follow up with Darren about the comment about last year’s 
financial statement.

David asked whether financial statements will be posted on the CSFFA Google Drive, both 
monthly and annual statements, and who else would have access to that? Any outsiders? 
Mickey said it would be for board members. David observed that we are already using the 
Google Drive, but could use it more, and that statements could be organized in folders labeled 
for our fiscal years.

Aurora Administrator's Report - Cliff 
2025 Aurora Awards review

Last year’s awards had a few bumps but ultimately was very successful.

Bumps: Note: We contact all nominees prior to the ballot being released. Each nominee must 
confirm acceptance of being a nominee. They also must confirm that they are Canadian; that 
their work was first published in the previous year; that they did not use AI in its creation.

Graphic novel: Zatanna: Bring Down the House by Mariko Tamaki was disqualified and 
removed from the ballot. After numerous emails Tamaki never replied. Only after Tamaki’s 
work had been removed did Tamaki reply, but it was too late. The email had been used to 
contact Tamaki but Tamaki had not been checking it. A new email was not given even after we 
disqualified the work.
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Cover Art: The cover to the Northern Nights anthology by Serena Malyon was removed from 
the ballot after it was discovered that it had been used for a cover prior to 2024 on another 
anthology. This was not discovered until the ballot had been opened to our membership for 
voting. One of our members contacted us to alert us. I talked to the artist. She said that she’d 
forgotten that it had been used before. Disqualification of the art did not affect the validity of 
having the anthology on the ballot in the Related Work category.

We had 200 CSFFA members nominate in 2024 but only 157 people voted. This is out of 400 
active CSFFA accounts. Personally, I think this is a very low number. Given that we provided e-
versions of each of that year’s nominated work for members to download and read, only 40% of
active members took the time to vote.

The awards ceremony, again hosted by Mark and Liz on YouTube, was hugely successful. The 
feedback we got was all positive. We had nine of the 10 award winners in attendance to give an 
acceptance speech. We also had acceptance speeches by, or for, the three inductees to the 
CSFFA Hall of Fame.

Full details about last year’s awards, including the stats document, can be found in our Aurora 
Archive. It is a public page so everyone can access it.

As for this year’s awards, there are e-versions of all of this year’s nominees available for this 
year’s members to download and read right now. Voting will begin this coming weekend and 
close later in July.

IV. Adjournment
(iii) Motion to adjourn.
Moved: Cliff. Carried.

- - - 

Next Scheduled Annual General Meeting June 30, 2027 20h Eastern, 17h Pacific, 01:00
UTC via Zoom
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