
2026 Aurora Awards Press Release 

 
Important: The Aurora Awards will be live streamed on Sunday, August 9th starting at 5pm EDT 

and will end around 6:30pm.  YouTube: h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMO5oUJ4zjE   

 

We are pleased to announce the winners of the 2026 Aurora Awards for excellence by 

Canadians in the fields of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror. We want to 

congratulate all of this year’s nominees.   

 

The Aurora Awards are given out by the Canadian Science Fiction and Fantasy 

Association (CSFFA).  The awards are nominated and voted on by members of 

CSFFA.  Membership is open to all Canadians and Permanent Residence for a 

nominal fee. 

 

This year the awards went authors and creators from across Canada. 

 

• Best Novel: The Downloaded 2: Ghosts in the Machine, Robert J. Sawyer,  

Audible Originals/Shadowpaw Press 

• Best YA Novel: Breath of the Dragon, Shannon Lee & Fonda Lee, Wednesday Books 

• Best Novelette/Novella: The River Has Roots, Amal El-Mohtar, Tordotcom 

• Best Short Story: "The Stone Played at Tengen", R.H. Wesley, Clarkesworld Magazine, Issue 230 

• Best Graphic Novel: Shark Girl, Kate Beaton, Roaring Brook Press 

• Best Poem/Song: "From Dust", J. Y. Zhang, Small Wonders 

• Best Related Work: Year's Best Canadian Fantasy and Science Fiction: Volume Three,  

Stephen Kotowych, Editor, Ansible Press 

• Best Cover Art/Interior Illustration: Listen to Me and I'll tell You a Story, Ejiwa “Edge” Ebenebe,  

Uncanny Magazine, Issue Sixty-Six 

• Best Fan Writing and Publication: Polar Starlight Magazine, Issues 17-20, Rhea E. Rose, editor 

• Best Fan Related Work: Can*Con, Marie Bilodeau, chair and Brandon Crilly, vice-chair, Ottawa 

 

The awards were announced during a live-streaming ceremony, on YouTube, on Sunday, August 9th.  The 

ceremony included the induction of this year’s Hall of Fame recipients, Kelley Armstrong, James Alan 

Gardner and, Mike Glicksohn.   
 

 
Kelley Armstrong         James Alan Gardner              Mike Glicksohn and his wife, Margaret  

 

 



 

Best Novel award went to Robert J. Sawyer, a Nebula, Hugo 

and, Aurora award winning author.  The Downloaded 2: 

Ghosts in the Machine is a postapocalyptic tale by one of 

Canada most award winning authors.   

 

The Best YA Novel went to Breath of the Dragon by 

Shannon Lee and Fonda Lee.  Fonda has won multiple 

Aurora include ones for her, Green Bones sage novels.   

Shannon Lee, her writing partner, is the daughter of 

legendary martial artist, Bruce Lee. 

 

 

 

 

Amal El-Mohtar’s, The River Has Roots took home the 

award for Best Novella/Novelette. This story’s writing has 

been called lyrical. Her use of language weaves a tale of 

murder and love.  

 

The Short Story award went to R.H. Wesley for "The Stone 

Played at Tengen".  It is a story of strategy and intrigue to 

save the work.  It was published in Clarkesworld magazine.   

 

 

 

 

New York Times bestselling author Kate Beaton, took 

home the Best Graphic Novel Award for Shark Girl.  

This indie bestseller shows how writers can have an 

impact on the publishing scene. 
 

Editor, Stephen Kotowych, again took home the Best 

Related Work award for his anthology, Year's Best 

Canadian Fantasy and Science Fiction: Volume 

Three.  Featuring a range of some of the best stories 

and poems that were published in 2024. 

  



About CSFFA 
 

CSFFA (Canadian Science Fiction and Fantasy Association) is a Canadian registered 

non-profit society, https://www.csffa.ca/. The society manages annual awards, 

inductions to our Hall of Fame, and development grants for new writers.  

Membership to the society is open to all Canadian Citizens and Permanent Residence.  

Our board members are fans from across Canada, Board of Directors (names, photos, 

bios).  Note: CSFFA is pronounced Kiss-Fa 

 

To stay up-to-date on what we are doing we recommend fans sign up for our monthly 

newsletter at: https://www.csffa.ca/about/subscribe-to-our-newsletter/.  

 

The Aurora Awards, https://www.csffa.ca/awards-information/, are for excellence in 

the field of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror.  CSFFA’s members nominate and 

vote for works done by Canadians.  The awards have been given out since 1980. 

 

CSFFA Hall of Fame, https://www.csffa.ca/the-csffa-hall-of-fame/, inducts three nominees who have 

made great contributions to the genres.  Each year a jury from across Canada chooses inductees from a 

list of candidates submitted to us by CSFFA members.  

 

Interviews: For interviews about the Aurora Awards (Clifford Samuels) or for the Hall of Fame (David 

Clink) please contact our publicist, Mickey Mikkelson at Creative Edge Publicity 

mickey.creativeedge@gmail.com  / 403.464.6925. 

 


