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2026 Aurora Awards, Nominees, and Statistics 

for professional works and fan achievements done in 2025 
 
 

The awards are for works by Canadian creators went to: 
 

• Best Novel:  The Downloaded 2: Ghosts in the Machine, Robert J. Sawyer, Audible 
Originals/Shadowpaw Press 

• Best YA Novel: Breath of the Dragon, Shannon Lee & Fonda Lee, Wednesday Books 
• Best Novelette/Novella:  The River Has Roots, Amal El-Mohtar, Tordotcom 
• Best Short Story: "The Stone Played at Tengen", R.H. Wesley, Clarkesworld Magazine, Issue 230 
• Best Graphic Novel: Shark Girl, Kate Beaton, Roaring Brook Press 
• Best Poem/Song: "From Dust", J. Y. Zhang, Small Wonders 
• Best Related Work: Year's Best Canadian Fantasy and Science Fiction: Volume Three, Stephen 

Kotowych, Editor, Ansible Press 
• Best Cover Art/Interior Illustration: Listen to Me and I'll tell You a Story, Ejiwa “Edge” Ebenebe, 

Uncanny Magazine, Issue Sixty-Six 
• Best Fan Writing and Publication: Polar Starlight Magazine, Issues 17-20, Rhea E. Rose, editor 
• Best Fan Related Work: Can*Con, Marie Bilodeau, chair and Brandon Crilly, vice-chair, Ottawa 
 

Note 1:  Ties during a round are broken based on which finalist would move forward with a higher vote.  
This does not include if a tie is reached with the remaining two nominees. 

Note 2:  First place is determined when a finalist exceeds 50% of the votes or two finalists each reach 
50%. 

Note 3:  The No Award Test makes sure that the first-place nominee has more votes against just the No 
Award option. 

Note 4:  A total of 152 Canadian Science Fiction and Fantasy Association (CSFFA) members submitted 
ballots.  
 
Best Novel (117 ballots)   
Best YA Novel (74 ballots)   
Best Novelette/Novella (96 ballots) 
Best Short Story (112 ballots)   
Best Graphic Novel/Comic (67 ballots)   

Best Poem/Song (91 ballots)   
Best Related Work (87 ballots)   
Best Cover Art/Interior Illustration (80 ballots)   
Best Fan Writing and Publication (65 ballots)   
Best Fan Related Work (78 ballots)   

 

     Voting by Province  
Note 1: There were 479 members for 2026 by the end of voting, and 152 of them voted.  There were 3 
members who voted but did not register their location. 
 

Province Votes Percent 

BC 15  9.9% 

Alberta 13  8.6% 

Saskatchewan 0  0.0% 

Manitoba 3  2.0% 

Ontario 106 69.7% 

Quebec 6  3.9% 

New Brunswick 1  0.7 % 

Nova Scotia 2 1.3 % 

PEI 0 0.0% 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 0  0.0% 

Yukon 0  0.0% 

NWT 0  0.0% 

Nunavut 0  0.0% 

Unknown 3 2.0% 

Expats 3  2.0% 
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Note:  Statistics for voting have only been calculated to show first, second and third places.  In the case 
of a tie only the top two levels will be calculated.  Voting is done using the Alternate or Ranking voting 
system.  Members choose their first, second, third, etc places. Each round removes the lowest ranking 
work and members who’d voted for it are replaced by their next choice (if they have one).  The work 
that gets over 50% of the votes will receive the award. 
 

Best Novel (117 ballots)- 
 
First Place 
The Downloaded 2: Ghosts in the Machine, 

Robert J. Sawyer 
34 34 35 36 37 45 54 

Blight, Rachel A. Rosen 24 24 24 24 28 32 41 
Direct Descendant, Tanya Huff 14 14 15 18 24 30  
Written on the Dark, Guy Gavriel Kay 14 14 17 19 23   
The Bewitching, Silvia Moreno-Garcia 15 15 17 17    
A Shift of Time, Julie E. Czerneda 9 9 9     
Emily Wilde's Compendium of Lost Tales, 

Heather Fawcett 
7 7      

No Award 0       
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 0 0 3 5 10 22 

 
No Award Test: 76 ballots ranked The Downloaded 2: Ghosts in the Machine higher than No Award 

  1 ballot ranked No Award higher than The Downloaded 2: Ghosts in the Machine 

The Downloaded 2: Ghosts in the Machine confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
Written on the Dark, Guy Gavriel Kay 19 19 22 24 30 40 
Blight, Rachel A. Rosen 28 28 28 29 34 39 
Direct Descendant, Tanya Huff 17 17 18 24 30  
The Bewitching, Silvia Moreno-Garcia 16 16 18 20   
A Shift of Time, Julie E. Czerneda 14 14 15    
Emily Wilde's Compendium of Lost Tales, 

Heather Fawcett 
8 8     

No Award 0      
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 0 1 5 8 23 
 
Third Place 
Blight, Rachel A. Rosen 31 31 32 33 40 
A Shift of Time, Julie E. Czerneda 20 20 21 32 40 
The Bewitching, Silvia Moreno-Garcia 19 19 23 24  
Direct Descendant, Tanya Huff 19 19 20   
Emily Wilde's Compendium of Lost Tales, 
Heather Fawcett 

9 9    

No Award 0     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 0 2 9 18 
 



2026 Aurora awards, nominees, and statistics Page 3 of 18 

 
Best Young Adult (YA) Novel (74 ballots)  
 
First Place  
Breath of the Dragon, Shannon Lee & Fonda 

Lee 
23 23 25 26 27 31 

One Morning Sun, Avi Silver 17 17 17 19 21 21 
Fireboy, Edward Willett 11 11 12 12 13  
Winging It, Jen Desmarais 8 8 9 10   
Minotaur, Jamieson Wolf 7 7 7    
A Lion's Head, D.M. De Alwis 7 7     
No Award 1      
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 4 7 13 22 
 
No Award Test: 44 ballots ranked Breath of the Dragon, Shannon Lee & Fonda Lee higher than No Award 

  1 ballot ranked No Award higher than Breath of the Dragon, Shannon Lee & Fonda Lee 

Breath of the Dragon, Shannon Lee & Fonda Lee confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place  
One Morning Sun, Avi Silver 22 22 23 25 27 
Fireboy, Edward Willett 17 17 20 22 23 
Winging It, Jen Desmarais 10 10 11 12  
Minotaur, Jamieson Wolf 8 8 8   
A Lion's Head, D.M. De Alwis 8 8    
No Award 1     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 4 7 16 
 
Third Place 
Fireboy, Edward Willett 20 20 23 27 
Winging It, Jen Desmarais 13 13 15 19 
A Lion's Head, D.M. De Alwis 12 12 12  
Minotaur, Jamieson Wolf 11 11   
No Award 1    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 7 11 
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Best Novella/Novelette (96 ballots)  
 
First Place 
The River Has Roots, Amal El-Mohtar 34 34 36 40 46 
The First Thousand Trees, Premee Mohamed 24 24 25 32 37 
A Palace Near the Wind, Ai Jiang 18 18 19 19  
"In the Gardener's Service", Michèle 

Laframboise 
13 13 13   

"The Lure of Stone", Silvia Moreno-Garcia 6 6    
No Award 1     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 3 5 13 
 
No Award Test: 70 ballots ranked The River Has Roots, Amal El-Mohtar higher than No Award 

  1 ballot ranked No Award higher than The River Has Roots, Amal El-Mohtar 
The River Has Roots, Amal El-Mohtar confirmed as the winner 

 
Second Place  
The First Thousand Trees, Premee Mohamed 39 39 41 54 
A Palace Near the Wind, Ai Jiang 26 26 30 31 
"In the Gardener's Service", Michèle Laframboise 17 17 18  
"The Lure of Stone", Silvia Moreno-Garcia 9 9   
No Award 1    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 3 7 
 
Third Place 
 
A Palace Near the Wind, Ai Jiang 36 36 40 

"The Lure of Stone", Silvia Moreno-Garcia 21 21 30 

"In the Gardener's Service", Michèle Laframboise 20 20  

No Award 2   

Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 9 
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Best Short Story (112 ballots)  
 

First Place 
"The Stone Played at Tengen", R.H. Wesley 33 33 33 44 54 
"What If We Kissed While Sinking a 

Billionaire's Yacht?", Rachel A. Rosen 
25 25 26 29 37 

"Hunted To Extinction", Premee Mohamed 26 26 26 28  
"the love song of house and lake", Gillian 

Secord 
21 21 21   

"I Ain't Your Doll Face", Jacqueline Thorpe 5 5    
No Award 2     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 6 11 21 
 
No Award Test: 78 ballots ranked "The Stone Played at Tengen", R.H. Wesley higher than No Award 

  2 ballots ranked No Award higher than "The Stone Played at Tengen", R.H. Wesley 

"The Stone Played at Tengen", R.H. Wesley confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
"What If We Kissed While Sinking a Billionaire's 

Yacht?", Rachel A. Rosen 
31 31 32 43 

"the love song of house and lake", Gillian Secord 34 34 34 41 
"Hunted To Extinction", Premee Mohamed 29 29 29  
"I Ain't Your Doll Face", Jacqueline Thorpe 5 5   
No Award 2    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 6 17 
 
Third Place 
"Hunted To Extinction", Premee Mohamed 38 38 41 
"the love song of house and lake", Gillian Secord 40 40 40 
"I Ain't Your Doll Face", Jacqueline Thorpe 8 8  
No Award 2   
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 7 
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Best Graphic Novel (67 ballots) 
 

First Place 
Shark Girl, Kate Beaton 24 24 27 30 35 
"Bonds of the Forest", Ally Rom Colthoff 10 10 11 15 18 
It Never Rains, Kari Maaren 10 10 11 11  
Atana and the Jade Mermaid, Vivian Zhou 10 10 10   
Questionable Content, Jeph Jacques 9 9    
No Award 4     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 4 8 11 14 
 
No Award Test: 47 ballots ranked Shark Girl, Kate Beaton higher than No Award 

  4 ballots ranked No Award higher than Shark Girl, Kate Beaton 

Shark Girl, Kate Beaton confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
"Bonds of the Forest", Ally Rom Colthoff 13 13 18 23 
It Never Rains, Kari Maaren 13 13 13 14 
Questionable Content, Jeph Jacques 12 12 12  
Atana and the Jade Mermaid, Vivian Zhou 11 11   
No Award 4    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 4 10 16 
 
Third Place 
Atana and the Jade Mermaid, Vivian Zhou 19 19 22 
It Never Rains, Kari Maaren 13 13 16 
Questionable Content, Jeph Jacques 12 12  
No Award 4   
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 4 10 
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Best Poem/Song (91 ballots)  
 
First Place 
"From Dust", J. Y. Zhang 18 18 20 21 30 39 
"Dragon Karaoke", David Clink 15 15 17 27 28 34 
"Explosive", Derek Newman-Stille 17 17 19 19 20  
"flowers without meadow", Tiffany Morris 14 14 16 17   
"Bigfoot Farewell", Carolyn Clink 13 13 16    
"At the Spaceport Bar", Lisa Timpf 12 12     
No Award 2      
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 3 7 13 18 
 
No Award Test: 55 ballots ranked "From Dust", J. Y. Zhang higher than No Award 

  2 ballots ranked No Award higher than "From Dust", J. Y. Zhang 

"From Dust", J. Y. Zhang confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
"Dragon Karaoke", David Clink 20 20 26 28 41 
"Explosive", Derek Newman-Stille 22 22 22 27 31 
"At the Spaceport Bar", Lisa Timpf 14 14 18 22  
"flowers without meadow", Tiffany Morris 16 16 16   
"Bigfoot Farewell", Carolyn Clink 13 13    
No Award 2     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 5 10 15 
 
Third Place 
"Bigfoot Farewell", Carolyn Clink 22 22 28 36 
"Explosive", Derek Newman-Stille 22 22 24 29 
"flowers without meadow", Tiffany Morris 16 16 19  
"At the Spaceport Bar", Lisa Timpf 15 15   
No Award 2    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 6 12 
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Best Related Work (87 ballots) 
 
First Place 
Year's Best Canadian Fantasy and Science 

Fiction: Volume Three, Stephen Kotowych 

21 21 23 28 42 

As the Earth Dreams: Black Canadian 

Speculative Stories, Terese Mason Pierre 
22 22 25 29 36 

On Spec Magazine, Issues #131 - 134, Vol 35, 
Diane L. Walton, Managing Editor 

28 28 28 28  

One Message Remains, Premee Mohamed 9 9 9   
Augur Magazine, Issues 8.1-8.3, Kerry C. 
Byrne, Toria Liao, André Geleynse, Kelley Tai, 
and Azure Arther 

5 5    

No Award 2     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 2 2 9 
 
No Award Test: 63 ballots ranked Year's Best Canadian F and SF: Volume Three higher than No Award 

  2 ballots ranked No Award higher than Year's Best Canadian F and SF: Volume Three 

Year's Best Canadian F and SF: Volume Three confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
On Spec Magazine, Issues #131 - 134, Vol 35, Diane L. 
Walton, Managing Editor 

36 36 38 41 

As the Earth Dreams: Black Canadian Speculative 

Stories, Terese Mason Pierre 
26 26 31 37 

One Message Remains, Premee Mohamed 9 9 9  
Augur Magazine, Issues 8.1-8.3, Kerry C. Byrne, Toria 
Liao, André Geleynse, Kelley Tai, and Azure Arther 

8 8   

No Award 2    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 3 3 
 
Third Place 
As the Earth Dreams: Black Canadian Speculative 

Stories, Terese Mason Pierre 
35 35 44 

One Message Remains, Premee Mohamed 18 18 18 
Augur Magazine, Issues 8.1-8.3, Kerry C. Byrne, Toria 
Liao, André Geleynse, Kelley Tai, and Azure Arther 

14 14  

No Award 2   
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 7 
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Best Cover Art/Interior Illustration (80 ballots) 
 
First Place 
Listen to Me and I'll tell You a Story,  

Ejiwa “Edge” Ebenebe 
21 21 24 29 35 

Dancing With the Holly King, Janice Blaine 18 18 20 24 32 
Starship Librarians, Lorna Antoniazzi 15 15 18 21  
Lunar Base, Dan O'Driscoll 15 15 16   
Seance, Alice M. 10 10    
No Award 1     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 2 6 13 
 
No Award Test: 59 ballots ranked Listen to Me and I'll tell You a Story higher than No Award 

  1 ballots ranked No Award higher than Listen to Me and I'll tell You a Story 

Listen to Me and I'll tell You a Story confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
Dancing With the Holly King, Janice Blaine 25 25 30 37 
Starship Librarians, Lorna Antoniazzi 21 21 24 30 
Lunar Base, Dan O'Driscoll 16 16 17  
Seance, Alice M. 10 10   
No Award 1    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 2 6 
 
Third Place 
Starship Librarians, Lorna Antoniazzi 26 26 37 
Lunar Base, Dan O'Driscoll 26 26 29 
Seance, Alice M. 16 16  
No Award 1   
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 1 3 
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Best Fan Writing and Publication (65 ballots) 
 
First Place 
Polar Starlight Magazine, Issues 17-20,  

Rhea E. Rose, Editor 
15 15 17 19 23 

Book Reviews in The Ottawa Review of 

Books, Robert Runté 
12 12 16 18 22 

Speculative Poetry and the Hugos,  
Lynne Sargent 

14 14 14 17  

Young People Read Old Science Fiction, 
James Davis Nicoll 

11 11 12   

Amazing Stories online columns,  

Numbers 405-420, Steve Fahnestalk 
11 11    

No Award 2     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 6 11 20 
 
No Award Test: 39 ballots ranked Polar Starlight Magazine, Issues 17-20higher than No Award 

  2 ballots ranked No Award higher than Polar Starlight Magazine, Issues 17-20 

Polar Starlight Magazine, Issues 17-20confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
Book Reviews in The Ottawa Review of Books, Robert 
Runté 

13 13 19 23 

Speculative Poetry and the Hugos,  
Lynne Sargent 

17 17 17 21 

Young People Read Old Science Fiction, James Davis 
Nicoll 

14 14 15  

Amazing Stories online columns,  

Numbers 405-420, Steve Fahnestalk 
12 12   

No Award 2    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 7 14 
 
Third Place 
Speculative Poetry and the Hugos,  
Lynne Sargent 

21 21 24 

Young People Read Old Science Fiction, James Davis 
Nicoll 

15 15 18 

Amazing Stories online columns,  

Numbers 405-420, Steve Fahnestalk 
14 14  

No Award 2   
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 10 
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Best Fan Related Work (78 ballots) –  
 
First Place 
Can*Con, Marie Bilodeau, chair and  

Brandon Crilly, vice-chair 
31 31 35 36 38 

Wizards & Spaceships, Rachel A. Rosen and 
David L. Clink 

17 17 19 19 30 

Two Old Farts Talk Sci-Fi, Troy Harkin and 
David Clink 

15 15 15 17  

The Worldshapers Podcast, Edward Willett 7 7 7   
Scintillation, Jo Walton and Rene Walling 6 6    
No Award 2     
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 2 6 10 
 
No Award Test: 54 ballots ranked Can*Con higher than No Award 

  2 ballots ranked No Award higher than Can*Con 

Can*Con confirmed as the winner 
 
Second Place 
Wizards & Spaceships, Rachel A. Rosen and David L. 
Clink 

24 24 24 32 

Two Old Farts Talk Sci-Fi, Troy Harkin and David Clink 17 17 20 21 
Scintillation, Jo Walton and Rene Walling 13 13 13  
The Worldshapers Podcast, Edward Willett 7 7   
No Award 2    
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 6 10 
 
Third Place 
Two Old Farts Talk Sci-Fi, Troy Harkin and David Clink 25 25 29 
Scintillation, Jo Walton and Rene Walling 21 21 21 
The Worldshapers Podcast, Edward Willett 9 9  
No Award 2   
Exhausted (no remaining candidates selected) 0 2 7 
 

Voters’ Package Downloads 
 

Category Downloads 

Novel 195 
Young Adult (YA) Novel 146 
Novella/Novelette 164 
Short Story 170 
Graphic Novel 119 
Poem/Song 131 
Related Work 118 
Cover Art/Interior Illustration 128 
Fan Writing and Publications 110 
Fan Related Work 99 
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Nominations:  The following lists contain works that received at least 5 nominations.  They have 
been sorted in rank order by the most nominations.  Only items above the solid line separator may be 
referred to as “Aurora Nominees” or “Aurora Finalists”.  Spelling and wording of nominees are based 
on the original eligibility lists. 
 
Nominations by Province  
Note 1: There were 3 nominations from Canadians living outside of Canada.  A total of 180 CSFFA 
members nominated.  There was a total of 479 paid CSFFA members after voting closed. 
 
Nominations 

 

 

Paid CSFFA members (as of July 12, 2026) 
 

 

Province Nominators Percent 

BC 25 13.9% 
Alberta  29 16.1% 
Saskatchewan 2 1.1% 
Manitoba 2 1.1% 
Ontario 95 52.8% 
Quebec 5 2.8% 
Nova Scotia 5 2.8% 
New Brunswick 2 1.1% 
PEI 0 0.0% 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador 0 0.0% 
Yukon 0 0.0% 
Northwest Territories 0 0.0% 
Nunavut 0 0.0% 
I do not live in 
Canada (expats) 3 1.7% 
Location not entered 12 6.7% 

Province Members Percent 

BC 70 14.6% 
Alberta  60 12.5% 
Saskatchewan 7  1.5% 
Manitoba 6  1.3% 
Ontario 247 51.6% 
Quebec 21 4.4% 
Nova Scotia 15 3.1% 
New Brunswick 7 1,5% 
PEI 1 0.2% 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador 4 0.8% 
Yukon 0 0.0% 
Northwest Territories 2 0.4% 
Nunavut 1 0.2% 
I do not live in 
Canada (expats) 14 2.9% 
Location not entered 24 5.0% 
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Best Novel 
 
34 The Bewitching, Silvia Moreno-Garcia (Del Rey) 
23 A Shift of Time, Julie E. Czerneda (DAW Books) 
22 Direct Descendant, Tanya Huff (DAW Books) 
19 Written on the Dark, Guy Gavriel Kay (Viking) 
13 Blight, Rachel A. Rosen (The BumblePuppy Press) 
13 The Downloaded 2: Ghosts in the Machine, Robert J. Sawyer (Audible Originals) 
13 Emily Wilde's Compendium of Lost Tales, Heather Fawcett (Del Rey) 
12 Five Points on an Invisible Line, Su J Sokol (Flame Arrow Publishing) 
11 The Hunger We Pass Down, Jen Sookfong Lee (Erewhon Books) 
11 Wild Life, Amanda Leduc (Random House Canada) 
11 Picks and Shovels, Cory Doctorow (Tor Books) 
10 Gods of a New World, Ryan Melsom (Shadowpaw Press) 
10 Juniper Wiles Does Not Want to Be Queen, Charles de Lint (Triskell Press) 
9 Seventhblade, Tonia Laird (ECW Press) 
9 Mero and the City of Ghosts, Jesse McMinn (IFWG Publishing International) 
9 Silversong, Rhonda Parrish (Poise and Pen Publishing) 
9 Castoff, Brandon Crilly (Atthis Arts, LLC) 
9 The Haunting of Paynes Hollow, Kelley Armstrong (St. Martin's Publishing Group) 
8 Other Evolutions, Rebecca Hirsch Garcia (ECW Press) 
7 These Memories Do Not Belong to Us, Yiming Ma (McClelland & Stewart) 
7 The Witch of Willow Sound, Vanessa F. Penney (ECW Press) 
7 The Midnight Project, Christy Climenhage (Wolsak & Wynn) 
7 The Dragon Next Door, Vanessa Ricci-Thode (Vanessa Ricci-Thode) 
6 The Stragori Deception, Arlene F. Marks (Brain Lag) 
6 Dark Circuitry, Kirk Bueckert (Dark Matter Ink) 
6 Hope of the Wasteland, Matt Watts (Donovan Street Press Inc.) 
6 Black Corrosion, Costi Gurgu (Kult Books) 
6 Veal, Mackenzie Nolan (ECW Press) 
6 Barnaby's Luck, Al Onia (Cursed Dragon Ship Publishing) 
6 The Malevolent Eight, Sebastien De Castell (Arcadia Books) 
6 My Ex, the Antichrist, Craig DiLouie (Run For It) 
5 Yalum, Matthew Hughes (Matthew Hughes) 
5 A Most Puzzling Murder, Bianca Marais (MIRA Books) 
5 Black Annis Year, Kim McDougall (WrongTree Press) 
5 Squad 13, DG Valdron (Fossil Cove Press) 
5 Shatter Dark: A Satire of the Post-Apocalypse, R. Graeme Cameron (Celticfrog Publishing) 
5 Remains to be Seen, Arlene F. Marks (Brain Lag) 
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Best YA Novel 

 
17 Breath of the Dragon, Shannon Lee & Fonda Lee (Wednesday Books) 
12 One Morning Sun, Avi Silver (Molewhale Press) 
11 Fireboy, Edward Willett (Shadowpaw Press) 
8 Winging It, Jen Desmarais (Renaissance Press) 
8 A Lion's Head, D.M. De Alwis (Ahasae Tharu Publications) 
8 Minotaur, Jamieson Wolf (Rebel Satori Press) 
7 The World's End, David A. Robertson (Tundra) 
7 Among Ghosts, Rachel Hartman (Tundra Book Group) 
7 Sky on Fire, E.K. Johnston (Dutton Books for Young Readers) 
6 Not Today, Satan, Samantha Joyce (Entangled: Teen) 
6 Hope of the Wasteland, Matt Watts (Donovan Street Press) 
6 Best of All Worlds, Kenneth Oppel (Tundra Book Group) 
6 Goblin Girl, K.A. Mielke (K.A. Mielke) 
6 Rebel Witch, Kristen Ciccarelli (Wednesday Books) 
5 Titan of the Stars, E.K. Johnston (Tundra Books) 
5 A Riddle of Thorns, Sarena Nanua & Sasha Nanua (Candlewick Press) 
5 A Mastery of Monsters, Liselle Sambury (Margaret K. McElderry Books) 
5 Songs for Ghosts, Clara Kumagai (Tundra Book Group) 
 

Best Novelette/Novella 

 
37 The River Has Roots, Amal el-Mohtar (Tordotcom) 
27 The First Thousand Trees, Premee Mohamed (ECW Press) 
21 A Palace Near the Wind, Ai Jiang (Titan Books) 
19 The Weight of What is Hollow, Premee Mohamed (Psy-chopomp) 
17 The Lure of Stone, Silvia Moreno-Garcia (Uncanny Magazine, Issue Sixty-Six) 
16 In the Gardener's Service, Michèle Laframboise (Asimov's, July/August) 
13 Thaumaturgic Tapas, Tao Wong (Starlit Publishing) 
12 Last Train from Deadwall, AndrÃ© Geleynse (Beneath Ceaseless Skies) 
10 Most Things, Rich Larson (Asimov's) 
9 After the Suns Go Down, P.A. Cornell (The Growers: Best of New Myths vol. V) 
9 Origins of Desire in Orchid Fens, Lynn Hutchinson Lee (Stelliform Press) 
8 The Twenty-One Second God, Peter Watts (Lightspeed Magazine) 
8 Wolf Moon, Antler Moon, A. C. Wise (Reactor) 
8 Contrition: An Isekai, AndrÃ© Alexis (McClelland & Stewart) 
8 The Drowned Man's Daughter, C. J. Lavigne (NeWest Press) 
7 Sky Devil and The Haunted Air, R. Overwater, GMB Chomichuk (Stranger Fiction) 
7 No Love Lost, Jane Glatt (Tyche Books Ltd.) 
6 The Angel Azrael Visits the Trading Post at the End of the World a Final Time, Peter Darbyshire  

(Beneath Ceaseless Skies) 
6 The Desert Talon, Karin Lowachee (Solaris) 
5 A Planet Full of Sorrows, M. L. Clark (Clarkesworld) 
5 A Covenant of Ice, Karin Lowachee (Solaris)  
 
 Note:  An author is only allowed one work per category.  Highest nominated work was selected
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Best Short Story 

19 The Stone Played at Tengen, R.H. Wesley (Clarkesworld Magazine, Issue 230 November) 
10 the love song of house and lake, Gillian Secord (On Spec Magazine, Issue #133) 
9 What If We Kissed While Sinking a Billionaire's Yacht?, Rachel A. Rosen (Antifa Lit Journal,  

Volume 1) 
7 I Ain't Your Doll Face, Jacqueline Thorpe (Polar Borealis Magazine #33) 
7 Hunted To Extinction, Premee Mohamed (Gallery Books) 
6 Ranger of the Sea (from Speculative Shorts: Stories that fell out of my brain), Cait Gordon 

 (Dinsdale Press) 
6 A Species Called Hope, Ai Jiang (Of Shadows, Stars, and Sabers) 
6 All That Glitters, Liz Westbrook-Trenholm (Starship Librarians (eds., Shannon Allen & JR  

Campbell, Tyche Books Ltd.)) 
6 A Realm Alive After Dusk, Ai Jiang (The Map of Lost Places (Apex Book Company)) 
5 Seven For a Secret, Chris Patrick Carolan (On Spec #134 (The Copper Pig Writers' Society)) 
5 The Revolution Will Not Be Fertilized, J.W. Schnarr (Starship Librarians (eds., Shannon Allen  

& JR Campbell, Tyche Books Ltd.)) 
5 Grey Scale, Hayden Trenholm (Shapers of Worlds V, Shadowpaw Press) 
5 Between the Heavens and the Embers, Shannon Allen (Tyche Books Ltd.) 
5 After the Rain, P.A. Cornell (Escape Pod) 
5 Billionaire's Tears, Vanessa Ricci-Thode (Escape Pod) 
5 The Library of the Apocalypse, Rati Mehrotra (Clarkesworld Magazine) 
5 Fifth Book from the Sun, R. Overwater (Starship Librarians (eds., Shannon Allen & JR  

Campbell, Tyche Books Ltd.)) 
5 Landline, Kelly Robson (Reactor Magazine) 
 
Best Graphic Novel 

11 It Never Rains, Kari Maaren (webcomic) 
10 Shark Girl, Kate Beaton (Quill and Quire) 
6 Bonds of the Forest, Ally R Coltoff (Augur Magazine, Issue 8.3) 
6 Atana and the Jade Mermaid, Vivian Zhou (HarperCollins) 
6 Questionable Content, Jeph Jacques (webcomic) 
5 Goblins, Ellipsis Hana Stevens (webcomic) 
5 Minor Arcana vol. 1, Jeff Lemire (Boom! Studios) 
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Best Poem/Song  

9 From Dust, J. Y. Zhang (Small Wonders) 
9 At the Spaceport Bar, Lisa Timpf (Polar Starlight Magazine #17) 
8 Bigfoot Farewell, Carolyn Clink (Cryptids, Kaiju & Corn: Poems and Micro-Stories about  

Modern Midwest Monsters) 
7 Aliens, Carolyn Clink (Polar Borealis Magazine #34) 
6 flowers without meadow, Tiffany Morris (Eye to the Telescope #56) 
6 Explosive, Derek Newman-Stille (Polar Starlight #20) 
6 Dragon Karaoke, David Clink (Polar Starlight, Issue #18) 
5 Sonnet 116, Melissa Yi (Polar Starlight Magazine #17) 
5 Nuliajuk and the Birds, Shantell Powell (Strange Horizons) 
5 Honey in the End Times, Shantell Powell (ALOCASIA) 
5 Biologists say it will take at least a generation for the river to recover (Klamath River hymn),  

Leah Bobet (Reckoning, 9) 
5 A Vegetal Greed, Colleen Anderson (Vellum Leaves and Lettered Skins) 
5 Well-woven, Lynne Sargent (On Spec, Issue #132) 
5 For Godzilla, Qurat Dar (Augur Magazine Issue 8.2) 
 

Best Related Work 

52 Year's Best Canadian Fantasy and Science Fiction: Volume Three, Stephen Kotowych (ed.)  
(Ansible Press) 

36 On Spec Magazine, Issues #131 - 134, Vol 35, Diane Walton (The Copper Pig Society) 
27 As the Earth Dreams: Black Canadian Speculative Stories, Terese Mason Pierre (House of  

Anansi Press) 
24 Augur Magazine, Issues 8.1, 8.2, and 8.3, Kerry C. Byrne, Sonia Urlando, et al (Augur Society) 
22 One Message Remains, Premee Mohamed (Psychopomp) 
18 Heartlines Spec, Issue 7-9, Rebecca Bennett (managing editor) (Heartlines Spec) 
18 Speculative Shorts: Stories that fell out of my brain, Cait Gordon (Dinsdale Press) 
16 Starship Librarians, Shannon Allen and JR Campbell (Tyche Books Ltd.) 
15 All the Broken Blades, Y. M. Pang (Myriad Flames) 
15 Hauntings & Hoarfrost, Rhonda Parrish (Tyche Books Ltd.) 
10 Myth, Terese Mason Pierre (House of Anansi Press) 
9 Cats and Dogs in Space, Lisa Timpf (Hiraeth Publishing) 
9 Choices: An Anthology of Reproductive Horror, Dianna Gunn (Renaissance Press) 
9 Fusion Fragment #24-#26, ed. Cavan Terrill (Fusion Fragment) 
9 Changelog: Collected Fiction, Rich Larson (Fairwood Press) 
8 Shapers of Worlds Volume V, Edward Willett, Editor (Shadowpaw Press) 
8 Amazing Stories: Best of 2024, Lloyd Penney, editor (Steve Davidson, Experimenter Publishing  

Company) 
7 James Davis Nicoll Reactor Articles, James Davis Nicoll (Reactor Magazine) 
6 The Other Shore, Rebecca Campbell (Stelliform Press) 
5 Seed Beetle, Mahaila Smith (Stelliform Press) 
5 Murder Chickens on Mars: And Other Curious and Exotic Speculations, DG Valdron (Fossil  

Cove Press) 
5 The Gates of Polished Horn, Mark A. Rayner (Donovan Street Press Inc.) 
5 Neo-Opsis #29, Karl and Stephanie Johanson (Neo-Opsis)
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Best Cover Art/Interior Illustration 

11 Heartlines Spec, Issue 7, Alice M (Heartlines Spec) 
11 Dancing With the Holly King, Janice Blaine (On Spec Issue #134) 
9 Starship Librarians, Lorna Antoniazzi (Tyche Books Ltd.) 
8 Uncanny Magazine Issue Sixty-Six, Ejiwa “Edge” Ebenebe, (Uncanny Magazine) 
8 Lunar Base, Dan O'Driscoll (On Spec Issue #132) 
7 Never Ever After, Maxine Vee (Hodderscape) 
7 Uncanny Magazine Issue Sixty-Two, Maxine Vee (Uncanny Magazine) 
7 The Sapphire Heart, Jeff Brown (Three Scribes) 
7 Fusion Fragment #25 Cover Art, Nickolej Villiger (Fusion Fragment) 
7 Hexagon Magazine Issue 20 Cover Art, Elaine M. Will (Hexagon Speculative Fiction Magazine) 
7 Other Evolutions, Elizabeth Ranger (ECW Press) 
6 Heartlines Spec, Issue 9, Alice M (Heartlines Spec) 
6 The First Thousand Trees, Veronica Park (ECW Press) 
6 Bright Weaving, Martin Springett (Self Published) 
6 Wooing the Witch Queen, Mike Pape (Bramble) 
5 Seed Beetle, Julia Louise Pereira (Stelliform Press) 
5 Patchwork Man, Derek Newman-Stille (Polar Starlight #18) 
5 Firebird, Jeff Brown (Tor Publishing Group) 
5 Blood Letters, GMB Chomichuk (Great Plains Publications) 
5 Back Alley Bots, Lynne Taylor Fahnestalk and Steve Fahnestalk (The Copper Pig Writers' 

Society- On Spec VOL 35 No 3) 
5 Sky Devil and the Haunted Air, GMB Chomichuk (Stranger Fiction) 
5 Heartlines Spec, Issue 8, Alice M (Heartlines Spec) 
5 Shapers of Worlds Volume V (interior illustrations), Wendi Nordell (Shadowpaw Press) 
5 Pirates in Peril, Tim Hammell (On Spec VOL 35 No 1, Issue 131) 
 
Best Fan Writing and Publication 

 
27 Polar Starlight Magazine issues #17,18,19 & 20, Rhea E. Rose (R. Graeme Cameron) 
23 Speculative Poetry and the Hugos, Lynne Sargent (Strange Horizons) 
22 Young People Read Old Science Fiction, James Davis Nicoll (James Nicoll Reviews) 
20 Book Reviews in The Ottawa Review of Book, Robert Runtè 
13 Amazing Stories online columns, Steve Fahnestalk (Amazing Stories) 
13 James Nicoll Reviews, James Davis Nicoll (James Nicoll Reviews) 
8 JenEric Movie Reviews, Eric Desmarais (JenEric Designs) 
7 The Travelling TARDIS, Jen Desmarais (JenEric Designs) 
7 See You After Dark (When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder), Laura DeHaan (Heartlines Spec) 
6 WARP #115-116, Danny Sichel (MONSFFA) 
 

Note:  An author is only allowed one work per category.  Highest nominated work was selected 
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Best Fan Related Work 

 

52 Can*Con, Marie Bilodeau, chair, Ottawa (Rocket Words Society) 
28 The Worldshapers Podcast, Edward Willett 
25 Wizards & Spaceships, Rachel A. Rosen & David L. Clink, podcast (Night Beats) 
20 Two Old Farts Talk Sci-Fi, Troy Harkin and David Clink, podcast 
17 Scintillation, Jo Walton / Rene Walling co-chairs, Montreal 
13 Prairie Comics Festival, S.M. Beiko (Artistic Director) and the Prairie Comics Festival 

Organizing Board (Prairie Comics Festival) 
13 murmurstations, Sonia Urlando (Augur Society, podcast) 
10 SFF Addicts Podcast, Adrian M. Gibson, M.J. Kuhn & Greta Kelly (Adrian M. Gibson) 
9 Re-Creative: Christopher Sweet and Stephen King's The Dark Tower, Joe Mahoney and Mark A. 

Rayner (Donovan Street Press Inc. in association with MonkeyJoy Press) 
7 Writing the Wrong Way, Jonathan Ball (Stranger Fiction) 
5 Youth Imagine the Future--a Festival of Writing and Art, Jerri Jerreat (Executive Director) and 

Nikki Alward (Managing Director) (Youth Imagine the Future--a Festival of Writing and Art) 


